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NEWSLETTER

February 2026

Welcome, everyone! This is the
newsletter from the BC Newcomer
Services Program (BCNSP) team.
Here, you can find the latest updates,
of our services, upcoming events, and
community resources.

UPCOMING
WORKSHOPS

The BCNSP offers new workshops and
events at no cost! Check out our monthly

scheduled agenda below.

Some workshops require registration in

advance and have eligibility

requirements. Connect with us for the

most up-to-date news! Email us at
bcnsp@vircs.bce.ca.
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WHO ARE WE?

BCNSP program is to provide free services
to temporary residents and Naturalized
Canadians living in the Greater Victoria.
The program aims to help clients achieve
their best possible settlement outcomes
and successfully integrate into the
Canadian society.

BC Newcomer Services Program (BCNSP)



FREE ENGLISH
CONVERSATION
PRACTICE
IN WESTSHORE

—

* Work Permit Holders English Grammar & Conversation
= Study Permit Holders*

* Naturalized Canadian Citizens
* Refugee Claimants*

= Canada-Ukraine Authorization for

Every Thursday, starting January 9th, 2025
* 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM: Pre Beginner / Beginner*
= 1:45 PM - 3:45 PM: Elementary / Pre-Intermediate**
At Coastal Offices (328 Wale Rd # 132,
Colwood, BC, VOB 1J2)

Emergency Travel (CUAET) visa
holders

» BC Provincial Nominees or BCPNP
Entrepreneur Immigration

candidates
[——

For free registration, please email us:
bensp@vircs.be.ca

*Pre Beginner/Beginner:
- Ideal for those new to the English language.

- Focus on bosic grammar, vocobulary, simple sentences, and For more infarmation about
everyday conversation skils. schedule, please contact:
e et Zahra Dehini
Gt Settlement Counsellor &
- Perfect for those with some basic Enlish knawledge. 2orlEsaEay
e+ e Zahra@vircs.be.ca /

- Practical lessons to help you in real-life situations. 778-587-9205

Funded by / Financé par
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WHO CAN REGISTER?
¢+ Temporary Foreign Workers
with valid work permits *
+ Naturalized Canadian
Citizens *
* Canada-Ukraine
Authorization for Emergency

Travel (CUAET) visa holders 17 Hig
(*restrictions applied)

Every Wednesday

* 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM: ELT 1 &I

* 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM:ELTII & IV
At Greater Victoria Public Library (GVPL) -
Juan de Fuca Branch

ia, VOB 11)

For free registration, please email us:

bensp@vires.be.ca

We also provide free
Immigration and Settlement Services
+ immigration consultation through law clinic,
information & referrals, assistance with non-
immigration forms
Labour market services
+ Pre-employment training
+ Networking info, support related to workplace issues,
job search resources, resume/cover letter review
English Language Training (formal/ informal)

outreach in the library

Every Wednestay
12:00pm - 2:00pm

for more information!

Funvled by | Financh par:
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Meet us at our info table -

L
{

S gy

BC Newcomer Services Program (BCNSP)

FREE ENGLISH
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WHO CAN REGISTER?

* Temporary Foreign Workers
with valid work permits *

* Naturalized Canadian
Citizens *

+ Canada-Ukraine
Authorization for Emergency
Travel (CUAET) visa holders

(*restrictions applied)

ENGLISH ~
66"

Every Thursday,

* 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM: ELTI &I

* 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM: ELT lll & IV
At 550 Obed Avenue, Victoria, V9A
1K5 (City Light Church )

For free registration, please email us:
bensp@vires.be.ca

Wealso provide free
Immigration and Settlement Services
» immigration consultation through law clinic,
& referrals, ith non-
immigration forms
Labour market services
» Pre-employment training
« Networking info, support related to workplace issues, bensp
job search resources, resume/cover letter review
English Language Training (formal/ informal)

Let’s stay connected!
You can find more
information about us at:
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*Please see page 5 and 6 for full details of our English classes schedule

Need to improve vour English proficiency?

We offer FREE English classes & practice for all
levels (beginner, intermediate, advanced) that
you can join to improve your language skills.
These classes are available in-person or online
at various locations. Please contact BCNSP team
(bcnsp@vircs.bc.ca) to learn about available

classes and eligibility requirements.
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EXPLORE Job opportunities

In this section, you will find information about job
fairs and employment workshops taking place in
the Greater Victoria area, as well as in other
regions such as Vancouver.

We understand that immigrating and finding a new
job can be challenging, and we want to support you
during this journey.

BCNSP offers various services to increase
workforce readiness and knowledge of the job
market.

BC NEWCOMER SERVICES PORGRAM (BCNSP)

Employment Café

Are you feeling stuck in your job search? Unsure
about the next steps to take? We are here to help!

Qur employment coordinator can provide you with:
= resume and cover letter review
* networking and job market navigation
« information and resources tailored to enhance
your job search journey
* and more.

Come and meet us at:

@ VIRCS
(1004 North Park St, Victoria, V8T 1C6)
Fridays,
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

FREE

Services are available to
VIRCS clients who are

For more information or
to book an appointment, please
‘Work permit holders* email:
Study Permit Holders”
Naturalized Canadian Citizens*
Refugee Claimants*

bensp.hiro@vircs.bc.ca

Funded by / Financé par:
* Restrictions apply
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CAREER AND
EDUCATION EXPO | = *

BAY STREET ARMOURY
715 Bay Street, Victoria, B.C

Our labor market support includes:
e Information, Orientation, and networking
e Information on workplace rights and
responsibilities and supports
e Employment counseling
e Short-term pre-employment training
e Access to WorkBC and other provincial/federal
employment training programs
*The employment services are open to certain eligibility.

Email us for more info: bchsp@vircs.bc.ca
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Vancouver Island
Events Industry Social

Tuesday, February 17th, 2026
4:30pm-6:30pm

Oak Bay Marina Registration link:

https:/lwww.eventbrite.
cal...lvancouver-island-

events...
EDUCATION EXPOS
; All BCNSP services are
SKIP THE free of charge and
LI N E ! delivered with cultural
REGISTER FOR YOUR sens_lt“"ty_ aﬂd
FREE TICKETS! confidentiality
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/.../vancouver-island-events...
https://www.eventbrite.ca/.../vancouver-island-events...
https://www.eventbrite.ca/.../vancouver-island-events...
https://www.eventbrite.ca/.../vancouver-island-events...
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WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS @S{

Project Management Tools for
Job Search

Every Monday, starting February 9, 2026
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM
At VIRCS

For more information and free registration,
please email: bcnsp.hiro@vircs.bc.ca

Project Management Tools

Course Description:

Find a job in Canada or change careers with confidence. In this 6-week course, you will learmn

how to plan your job search like a project, set goals, build a clear strategy, get noticed by
mployers and Al systems, and take step-by-step action toward your career goals,

Key Features: 6 sessions:

pxwy  Every Monday from
®  Organie yourjob hunt Feb 9, 2026 - Mar 23, 2026

2SLGBTQIA+ 1-on-1 Clinic

Every Tuesday, starting February 3, 2026
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
at VIRCS

For more information and free registration,
please email: natasha@vircs.bc.ca

Self-care and Well-being Workshop
By VICCIR

Date and Time: To Be Determined

For more information and free registration,
please email: bcnsp@vircs.bc.ca

m BC Newcomer Services Program (BCNSP)




WORKSHOP
CALENDAR

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

Functional English for Daily
Life (Online)

3

Immigration Law Clinic* (E)
10:00 AM -12:00 PM

4

Immigration Law Clinic* (1)
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Pronunciation Class
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Beginner Grammar & Conversation
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
@Coastal Officas - Zahra

6

Pronunciation Class
1:00 Pi - 300 PM
David @VIRCS

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM (Zahra) 2SLGBTQIA+ 1-on-1 session | Income Assistance Clinic David @VIRCS Pre-intermediate Grammar &
10:00 AM — 12:00 PM 10:00 AM — 11:30 AM Conversation Employment Cafe
Corey @VIRCS Heather @VIRES 1:45 PM - 3:45 PM 12:00 PM - 2:00 FM
([@Coastal Offices - Zahra Hiro @VIRCS
9 10 1 12 13
PM Tools for Job Search Beginner Grammar & Conversation | Pronunciation Class
4:30 PM — 6:30 PM Immigration Law Clinic* (E) | Immigration Law Clinic* (M) | Pronunciation Class 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM 1.00 PM - 3:00 PM
@VIRCS 10:00 AM -12:00 PM 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM D CoastalOfices - Zahra David @VIRGS
2SLGBTQIA+ 1-on-1 session David @VIRCS Pre-intermediate Grammar & Employment Cafe
Functional English for Daily | 10:00 AM — 12:00 PM s i 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Life (Online) Corey @VIRCS . -I ESSE - Zahia Hiro @VIRCS
6:00 PM = 7:30 PM (Zahra)
17 18 19 Beginner Grammar & Conwversation 20
Immigration Law Clinic* (E) Pronunciation Class 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM Pronunciation Class
: st 10:00 AM -12:00 PM 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM @Coastal Offices - Zahra 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
David IRCS David @VIRCS
2SLGBTQIA+ 1-on-1 session vid i i oot
Da
10:00 AM — 12:00 PM 1:45 PM - 3:45 PM Employment Cafe
Corey @VIRCS @Coaslal Offices - Zahra 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Hiro @VIRCS
23 24 25 26 27
Immigration Law Clinic* (M) | Pronunciation Class Pronunciation Class
PM Tools for Job Search | Immigration Law Clinic* (E) | 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM :30 AM - 11:30 AM o eI A ComoRMon | | 490 P~ 300 PM
LOEM-E30PM AN IR E David @VIRCS {@Coastal Offices - Zahra David @VIRCS
@viRCs Immigration Law Clinic” (1)

28LGETQIA* 1-0n-1 5e55ion

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Queer Basics

Pre-intermediate Grammar &

Employment Cafe

10:00 AM = 12:00 PM Conversation 12:00 PM - 2:00
Functional English for Daily C«u‘ RG-E " o 25LGETQIA+ 1:45 PM - 3:45 PM BM
Life (Online) rey @VI Im_:orne Ass:s!anne Clinic 10:45 AM -12:15 PM @Coastal Officas - Zanea Hiro @VIRCS
6:00 PM — 7:30 PM (Zahra) 00 EN L0 ) co
Heather @VIRCS rey @City Lights Church
Program Eligibility Locations Employment services *Open to certain eligible clients

- Work Permit Holders
- Study Permit Holders*®

- Naturalized Canadian Citizens

- BC Provincial Nominees or BCPMP Entrepreneur Immigration candidates.

- Refugee Claimants®
- CUAET visa holders

* Restrictions apply

VIRCS: 1004 North Park St, VBT 1C6
Coastal Offices: 328 Wale Rd #132, V9B 0J8

RIS, 550 Obed Ave, VoA 1K5

- Pre-employment training

- Resume /Cover Letter Review

- Employment workshops and job search navigation
Contact bensp@vircs.be.ca to know more about eligibility
requirements and registration info.
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For free registration and more information, please email: bcnsp@vircs.bc.ca
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Check out our full workshops calendar and don't hesitate join
our activities. We look forward to seeing you here. Send us
an email at: bcnsp@vircs.bc.ca




ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING
(ELT) CALENDAR

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
2 3 4 5 6
ELT! 930 AM-12:30 PM | o) &)1 .50 AM - 12:30 PM ELT Il 9:30 AM ~12:30 P ELTI-11 1200 PM - 1:30 PM | & | 1 9,30 AM — 11:00 AM
ELTIA 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM : @VIRCS - David ELT 1l - IV 2:00 PM — 3:30 PM ; :
@VIRCS - Mike @VIRCS - Mike DEVRENIEREERGEL Mie | ELT!- 1V 11:30 A~ 1:30 PM
- Mike
ELT1_D 9:15 AM - 12:15 PM
@VIRES - David
9 10 1 12 13
ELTI 9:30 AM=12:30 PM | ELT 11 9:30 AM — 12:30 PM ELT Il 9:30 AM—12:30 PM ELTI-1112:00 PM - 1:30 PM | g1y .119:30 AM - 11:00 AM
ELTI1A 1:00 PM-3:00PM | @VIRCS - Mike @VIRCS - David ELT 1l - IV 2:00 PM —3:30 PM | £y T jj - IV 11:30 AM — 1:30 PM
@VIRES - Mike MR - Mike
ELTI_D 9:15 AM - 12:15 PM
@VIRES - David
17 18 19 20
R osed ELT 1930 AM—-12:30 pM  ELTI-1112:00 PM-1:30 PM | & .11 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
ELT 11 9:30 AM — 12:30PM - S ELT Il - IV 2:00 PM —3:30 PM e
. = @VIRCS - David s | ELT -1V 11:30 AM N:_.sn PM
- Mike
23 24 25 26 27
ELTI 9:30 AM-12:30 PM | ELT 11 9:30 AM — 12:30 PM ELT Il 9:30 AM —12:30 PM ELTI-1112:00 PM - 1:30 PM | g 1).119:30 AM - 11:00 AM
ELTIA 1:00 PM-3:00PM | @VIRCS - Mike @VIRCS - David ELTIII -1V 2:00 PM _3:30 PM | g\ 7)) - IV 11:30 AM — 1:30 PM
@VIRCS - Mike @ GVPL Juan de Fuca - Mike - Mike
ELTI_D 9:15 AM - 12:15 PM
@VIRCS - David
How to register for free English class? Class Locations Program Eligibility
: i S . - 1759 Island Hwy, V9B 1J1 « Temporary Foreign Workers*
i, bcnsp@vircs.be.
i";zi'lm;:ts ircs.be.ca to assess your eligibility - - 550 Obed Avenue, VIA 1K5 « CUAET-visa holders
b ’Iat‘l i 3
2. Have a short assessment with the ELT Instructor to determine VIRCS — 1004 North Park St, V8T 1C6 - Re;tri LhATe ;?;T: ShEH
a suitable class for you.

For free registration and more information, please email: bcnsp@vircs.bc.ca

#ND REFUQ
QL‘F“\‘ %

{e)
2
>

*

JIWCTORIY
-’.4'44
;-]

4131508 2

BC Newcomer Services Program (BCNSP)

February 2026
The English Language Training (ELT) is available for
FREE for Temporary Foreign Workers, CUAET-
visa holders and Naturalized Canadian Citizens
only (restrictions applied). For registration, please
send an email to: becnsp@yvircs.bc.ca.




